
 

 

Robert Manasse – Flute 

 

Robert studied with Kate Hill and later at the Royal Academy of Music with Michael Cox and 
Sebastian Bell. Since leaving the Royal Academy he has been busy as free-lance orchestral 
player, chamber musician and teacher. 

 
His orchestral playing has included work with the English 
Chamber Orchestra, Academy of St Martin in the Fields, BBC 
Symphony Orchestra , London Sinfonietta, English and Welsh 
National Operas, Britten Sinfonia, Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra, Irish Chamber Orchestra, City of Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra and London Mozart players. 
 
Apart from with NLCE, Robert has played with Ensemble 360, the 
Albion Ensemble, Chroma, the Galliard Ensemble, Jane 
Manning's 'Minstrels', and the Ellipsis trio. Robert has given 
classes at the Royal College and Royal Academy of Music, at the 
Welsh College and Guildhall School of Music and Drama (where 
he also taught at the Junior Department), and at Dartington 
International Summer course. He is a regular tutor at the Oxford 
International Flute summer school and a visiting teacher at St 
Edward's School in Oxford and at the School of St Helen and St. 

Katharine in Abingdon. 
 
Playing has taken Robert to a wide variety of countries including USA, Russia, China, India, 
Japan and Malaysia, and to all the major concert venues in the UK. Robert studied Applied 
Biology at Imperial College and has a PhD in plant biochemistry from Cambridge University. 
He plays on a silver Louis Lot flute made in 1876. 

 

Melanie Ragge – Oboe 

Oboist Melanie Ragge has performed nationally and internationally as a recitalist, chamber 
musician and orchestral player in venues as far flung as Vancouver Island, Malta, & northern 
Sweden as well as UK venues such as St John’s Smith Square, the Royal Opera House and 

Wigmore Hall.  

Originally a medical student at King’s College Cambridge, Melanie 
ultimately graduated with a Master of Philosophy degree in 
Musicology before going on to study as a Leverhulme Fellow at the 
Royal College of Music.  She has since collaborated with numerous 
artists including the Dante, Schidlof and Emperor string quartets, 
pianists Ann Martin-Davis, Michael Dussek and Angela Hewitt, and 
baritone Gerald Finlay.  Over the last few years, her performances 
have included recitals with Angela Hewitt and the New London 
Chamber Ensemble at Wigmore Hall, with the NLCE and Dante 
Quartet at the Cheltenham Festival, touring, recording Mahler’s 10th 
Symphony at Philharmonie Hall in Berlin with the International Mahler 
Orchestra, and recitals at the Royal Opera House with the Ellipsis 



Ensemble, which she co-founded with pianist Susanna Stranders in 2009. 

A committed educator, Melanie regularly adjudicates, coaches and gives masterclasses; she 
has been a guest tutor for numerous projects, including Chamber Music International, the 
Hamburg  Hochschule für Musik und Theater  and the Penderecki Musik Akademie.  She is 
an oboe professor at the Royal Academy, teaches at the Purcell School of Music, coaches 
regularly for Cambridge University, and was for many years the Associate Director and 
woodwind tutor for the National Youth Chamber Orchestra.  Her scientific interest continues 
in the form of ongoing research into the use of Electromyography to help to reduce strain 
injuries in musical training. 

 

 

Neyire Ashworth – Clarinet 

Neyire studied at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London, Rotterdam Conservatoire in 
The Netherlands and in Chicago and New York City, USA 

 Since being a prize-winner in BBC’s Young Musician of the Year and a 
Countess of Munster beneficiary, Neyire has pursued a career as 
clarinet soloist and chamber musician, alongside being a part of the 
UK’s orchestral scene. 

With the Britten-Pears Ensemble she worked closely with Sir Richard 
Rodney Bennett, touring the UK and USA and recording several discs for 
ASV. 

She performed with the clarinet quartet, No Strings Attached, which, 
alongside a busy schedule touring the world performing and running 
workshops for the British Council, were at the forefront of creative work 
in UK prisons. The quartet also won first prize in the Royal Overseas 
League Chamber Music competition and were prize-winners in the 
Gaudeamus International Contemporary Music competition. 

Neyire is also an expert klezmer musician, having toured internationally with the Besht Tellers, a 
Jewish music and traditional storytelling theatre company. 

She currently plays with the New London Chamber Ensemble (NLCE) who regularly commission new 
work. Their recording output includes the wind music of Carl Nielsen, John Woolrich, Martin Butler, 
Lennox Berkeley and Philip Cashian. The Zimro Trio explores mixed chamber music repertoire, 
especially music with a folk element. Other recent work includes War Horse/National Theatre and 
Little Red Riding Hood by Georges Aperghis/Almeida Opera Festival. Neyire’s performance piece 
Stenclmusic, composer Rachel Stott, won an award from the European Association of Jewish Culture 
and her recent work, Stolen Voices, composed by Neyire, won Best Performer Award at the Buxton 
Fringe Festival. In 2019, Neyire was nominated for a Paul Hamlyn Award for Artists.  

Neyire is a passionate educator. She is professor of clarinet at the Junior Guildhall School of Music and 
runs regular creative workshops and instrumental masterclasses for young musicians.  

 

 

 

 



Stephen Stirling – Horn 

Stephen Stirling is a renowned chamber musician and horn soloist. His recordings of Mozart 
Horn Concertos and the Weber Concertino with the City of London Sinfonia  have been 

broadcast many times and his chamber music discography includes 
over 70 works, many of them neglected works from the British 
Romantic composers of the early 20th century. His second recording 
of the Brahms Horn Trio, with the Florestan Trio, was nominated for a 
Gramophone  Award and recommended again as a ‘great recording’ 
by BBC music magazine in January ‘16. 
 
He has appeared as soloist with The Academy of St Martin in the 
Fields, Chamber Orchestra of Europe, City of London Sinfonia, 
Orchestra of St Johns, Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, and BBC 
Scottish, Welsh and Philharmonic Orchestras. He is a founder 
member of Endymion, The Fibonacci Sequence, New London 
Chamber Ensemble and has made critically acclaimed recordings with 
all of them. 

 
Recent highlights include the USA premiere of Jorg Widmann’s ‘Air’ for solo horn, the premiere 
and the first recording of James Macmillan’s ‘Since it was the Day of Preparation’ with the 
Hebrides Ensemble and a CD of chamber music by Martin Butler with the New London 
Chamber Ensemble, both due released in summer 2016. A new recital partnership with the 
legendary horn player Anthony Halstead, in his alter ego as pianist, aims to uncover and 
record lost and unpublished yet worthwhile works for horn and piano. 
 
Stephen is a professor at Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance and a faculty 
member of the Yellow Barn Music School and Festival in Vermont USA. 
 

 

Fraser Gordon – Bassoon 
 

Fraser initially studied violin at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland and upon 
graduation returned to study bassoon, graduating with First Class Honours 
and being awarded the Peter Morrison Prize for Excellence. 
 
After several busy years freelancing in Scotland, he was appointed to his 
current post as Principal Contrabassoon of the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
in 2011, serving on the Board of Directors for five years. 
 
He is a regular guest player with orchestras around the UK as well as 
participating in several recent projects with the World Orchestra for Peace.  
 
Fraser is a member of staff at the Royal Academy of Music and is an active 

musician in the RPO’s Community & Education programme: RPO Resound. 
 


